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Pit Stop-Short Reports
A lot was going on in the Porsche world during the first quarter of 2015. Fortunately, North Florida Region
folks went to some pretty far flung events and gave Der Porsche Brief reports.
First up was the Rolex 24 Hour Race at Daytona International Speedway. The Region had a lot of folks go to the
race, and this issue of the Brief has four reports from the race and lots of pictures. The four reports all take
different perspectives, so little redundancy is present.
Next up was the After the Holidays Party, which was held in the Emerald Coast Area this year. The Brief has a
great report from former editor Barry Waters. It is great to see his by-line back in the Brief. We have lots of
pictures too from the Region’s Raid on the Emerald Coast.
Other notable reports are from Marc Freeman, who took in the 20th Amelia Island Concours and gave us a great
looks in words and pictures. Marc also provided an update on the new Cayman GT4. Bob Wilson, in addition
to his report on the Rolex, visited the Winter Edition of the Moultrie Swap Meet and Car Show, and brought
back some pictures. Bob also attended a Drivers’ Ed session, and provided a great report and many pictures.
We will run Bob’s DE report in the next issue also.
Regrettably, we received no reports on the Sebring 12 Hour Race.

A couple of short reports from Bert Everhart and Marc Freeman on items of interest are reported here:
Bert Everhart attended the Pinot, Porsches and Ponies event in the Fort Walton Area and submitted the following report:
Although it was not an exclusive PCA event, Porsches, Pinot, and Ponies was well attended by local Porsche owners and enthusiasts. The idea was to increase participation by Porsche owners in local events.
The outing was the brainchild of Michael Stephenson, new sales manager of Destin Porsche; Jerry
Brown, a long time Porsche enthusiast and principle of the Destin Merrill Lynch group, and Keith Farrah,
owner of Laurel Hill Farm. The weather was amazing, the cars, and horses and ladies were beautiful.
The wine was excellent and the food was delicious. Proceeds from the event benefited the Wounded
Warrior Project and numerous other worthy charities. Here is a link to the photographs taken by Roland
Moriarity on behalf of the event organizers: http://simpleelegantaffairs.pixieset.com/
pinotporscheandponies/
Next time they schedule this event, let’s make an all out effort to support this worthy cause.
During the 1st Quarter, Marc Freeman picked up a gouge in the outer skin of his beloved 991. Marc’s success in
resolving this issue may benefit us all should we have a similar problem. Marc submitted the following report
and pictures:
We have all had the experience. We have either placed a small but significant ding in our pristine cars
ourselves or we have found that nameless/faceless "others" did so and slunk away anonymously without owning up to the dastardly deed. I have recently had the bad fortune of both routes to the bad
deeds on my wife's 2014 Ford Taurus SHO and my 2013 Porsche 991. Please allow me to relate completely different approaches to the fixes with completely different outcomes.
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While visiting friends in the mountains of North Carolina, I opened the driver's door of my wife's unspoiled black Taurus SHO into the edge of a brick wall. Needless-to-say, the damage was defined as a
door-ding. Upon returning to Tallahassee, I took it to a body shop. The repair consisted of removal of the
interior panels and door-trim, banging out the ding, repainting the entire door and applying a complete
layer of clear coat. During the repair, a trim piece was irreparably broken. After much debate, I was
freed of the cost of the damaged piece. The job took an entire week and cost $980.
Now the contrast.
As the spouse, I accompanied my wife to a professional meeting in Orlando. We drove the 991. We
stayed in an upscale hotel that had a free-standing parking building that was poorly lighted. During one
of our departures from the building I noted that a Lexus SUV had parked needlessly close to the passenger side of my 991. I thought nothing of it and went about my business. Big mistake! When I returned
home, I found that there was a ding in the right rear quarter panel that could be more accurately defined as a "gouge". It looked as if the paint was gone in the depths of the gouge. Moreover, it looked as
if someone had leaned against the spot with a belt buckle. On the recommendation of one of our club
members, I called Precision Dent Removal in Tallahassee to get an estimate. I arrived at 10 AM anticipating a future appointment after an estimate. On the other hand, they immediately removed the right
rear speaker and, with tools I do not recognize, proceeded to gently extract the gouge with procedures I
could not follow. After blinking once, I looked again and there was no evidence of any damage. No paint
or clear coat had been applied. There was no hammering. They buffed out the scratches. Everything was
perfect. Their advertisement says they specialize in Hail Damage, Door Dings, Minor Dent Repair, No
Paint Method. My bill was $260. I was home by 11:30 AM. I am still mystified of the process.
I would recommend them highly. Look for them at: www.DentRemovalTallahassee.com

At work on Marc’s 991.

Before

After
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Report by Barry Waters
If there's one thing North Florida Region members

fore it really got started. What to do? Well, in foot-

aren't shy about its finding a way to get a bit more

ball 'going long' is always an excellent way to stir

out of a good thing and in no way are they adverse

things up so when planning for the party com-

to investing a little time and effort in pursuit of that

menced in late 2014 much thought was given to do-

goal. The recently concluded 'After The Holidays Par-

ing exactly that and it paid off in spades.

ty', our annual affair that celebrates the region's activities from the prior year, is a fine example of how
this tendency has allowed the region to grow and
better serve its enthusiastic membership.

Thanks to the fine work of Board Members Roy
Vaughn and Bert Everhart the gathering made the
transition from a 'Party' to a 'Weekend' with outstanding success. Long live the 'After The Holidays

In years past, the affair was centered around a Saturday evening dinner party (hence the name) with
great food, camaraderie, awards and the ever popular door-prize drawing, but for many it was an all too
brief injection of high octane fun that was over be-

Weekend' I say!

While the framework that Roy and Bert developed
'officially' enveloped Saturday and Sunday, many
folks grafted dinner on Friday evening onto the pro-

The lineup for the Drive. Photo-M & B Waters.
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ceedings, an addition that truly enhanced the experi-

not insignificant amount concerned hitting the Silver

ence. Our headquarters was the impressive Embassy

Sands Outlet bright and early. Oh the call of shop-

Suites in Miramar Beach, FL, which sat directly

ping. . .
Saturday arrived with fantastic weather and (after a
bit of shopping) found folks converging on the Ponce
de Leon I-10 Rest Area to stage for the Driving Tour.
As the departure time drew near, Roy and Bert did
the safety briefing honors and passed out route in-

“Early birds” at the Embassy Suites.” Photo-A.Berg

structions to the crowd. We had 18 Porsches and
around 35 folks attending so keeping folks together

across the road from Saturday evening's beachfront

was going to be a challenge but to everyone's

dinner venue, the Surf Hut restaurant. Additional
restaurants abounded nearby and the Silver Sands
Outlet Mall bordered HWY 98 to the North. Suffice
to say there was no lack of opportunity to relieve
yourself of hard earned cash, so the special PCA

The Lineup on the move.

rates Roy secured at the Embassy where much ap-

Photo-M&B Waters

preciated! The Friday 'early birds' held court at the

amazement (and much to Roy and Bert's credit) we

Crab Trap restaurant West of the Embassy and en-

suffered not a single disconnect. To tell the truth, we

Dinner at the Crab Trap. Photo-A.Berg

actually incurred an addition. At some point in the
scenic back country a young gentleman on a motorcycle passed us in the opposite direction, stopped to
view the procession and then decided to forsake his
initial destination and join forces with us! Working
his way slowly through the pack, he stayed with us
until either the time or miles (the tour was close to
60 miles long) exceeded his availability where upon

joyed an evening of fine seafood and conversation.
We had about 14 folks so it was a great start to the
weekend. A lot of the talk centered on the Driving
Tour Roy and Bert put together for Saturday, while a

he pulled to the side and watched us disappear into
the nether regions of Eglin Air Force Base. Hail and
farewell lone two-wheeled brother of the road, may
the Porsche be with you...
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True to expectations (and the route instructions),

After an extended cocktail hour where members

Roy ultimately brought us in on final to the Air Force

mingled, made new friendships and renewed old

Armament Museum where, after exiting the cars,

ones, President Danny Fuchs took the floor to wel-

folks were able to tour the museum grounds proper.

come folks and make a few announcements. After-

Photo-A.Berg

ward, it was on with dinner and the agreeable mix of
fine food and casual conversation.
As the evening moved forward and the food and
beverages disappeared (and, in some cases, reap-

With many historic aircraft and missiles on display
outside and a host of exhibits inside, people dispersed around the property to examine the inventory. In a nutshell, there was more to see than a single

peared!), it was difficult to argue with the wisdom of
extending the party to encompass the weekend. We
had a crowd of 40+ folks and it was evident that everyone was having a grand time.

visit would allow so several folks spoke of returning

With everyone's appetites just shy of the 'full' mark,

on Sunday.

Danny took the floor once again to make a few additional remarks and it was during this segment that
Board Member Bob Wilson was recognized and presented with an Exemplary Service Award for his
work as the region's Membership Chair. This position entails much more work than meets the eye and

Porsches and a B-52. Photo-M&B Waters

Bob has provided responsive and enduring service in
that role. Well deserved Bob!

When operations at the museum wrapped up, folks
made their way back to the Embassy in preparation
for the party at the Surf Hut that evening. We had a
large corner of the restaurant sectioned off with several tables reserved solely for the display of the numerous door prizes. In addition to the various region

With dinner complete, it was time to address the
glut of door prizes on hand and make a concerted
effort to reduce the collection. It indeed took quite a
while to work our way through the bounty, but we
Dinner at the Surf Hut. Photo-A.Berg

members that selflessly serve as benefactors for this
endeavor, many thanks are also due to Michael
Ludes at Capital Porsche for rounding out the collection with a group of magnificent Porsche Calendars!
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made a fine job of it and everyone acquired one or

ses taught by chefs from across the region. To say

more items of interest to the Porsche faithful.

that we had everything we needed would be an un-

When the evening did wind down, it was oh so convenient to march across the street to the Embassy to
turn in and make ready for Sunday's finale, and
quite a finale it would be.

derstatement. Many of us from the Eastern part of
the region have had brunch at Mama Clemenza's on
our 'to do' lists for several years and were thrilled to
be getting the opportunity to pull it off. Many thanks
are due to Dominic and his staff for providing an in-

Mama Clemenza's is an Italian Restaurant in Fort

credible (and delicious!) experience for the closing

Walton Beach that is renowned for its European

affair of the weekend.

Style Breakfast menu. With an extended brunch
available on Sundays, it made the perfect choice for
the weekend's final gathering. Owner Dominic Damiano is no stranger to PCA and has had a long association with Porsches and the region, so we were in
extremely good hands!

As folks broke up in the parking lot outside Mama
Clemenza's and prepared to head home, the talk
was centered on how well Roy and Bert's up-shift
from a dinner party to a multi-event weekend format had worked. The weekend certainly struck a
chord with the region's members as the turnout

We had around 16 folks in the group and Dominic

showed. All I can say is that where there's a will

installed us in an exceptional private room. The

there's a way and Roy and Bert gave us a prime ex-

room actually contains a complete (and very attrac-

ample of how to make a good thing better. Hat's off

tive) kitchen and is frequently used for cooking clas-

to them for the best 'After The Holidays' affair yet!
Mama Clemenza’s. Photo-M&B Waters
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THE 20th AMELIA ISLAND CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE
Report and Photos by Marc Freeman
What can be said about the Amelia Island Concours

Needless to say, this was not for the weak-of-heart

d'Elegance and its associated activities? Though the

as the speeds Haywood achieved were in excess of

Concours was held at The

155 mph. The second part

Ritz-Carlton and The Golf

of The Porsche Driving

Club of Amelia Island on Sun-

Experience was the op-

day, March 15, other activi-

portunity to drive through

ties were held on Friday and

an autocross course in a

Saturday, March 13 and 14.

991 C4S, Cayman GTS,

The honored guest was Sir Stirling Moss, OBE.

Boxster GTS or Cayenne GTS. All were equipped

Most notable of the other activities were the auto-

with PDK. An instructor sat in the passenger seat to

mobile auctions held on Friday and Saturday by Bon-

guide or admonish you through the course. On Sat-

hams, Goodings, RM and Hollywood Wheels. The

urday, Heacock Classic Car Insurance sponsored a

latter were first-timers who were auctioning exclu-

Cars-and-Coffee in the morning during which a wide

sively what they referred to as "retro-Porsches".

variety of cars owned by the general public and

Attending the auction previews was equivalent to

some Concours entries were displayed by marque.

attending the Concours itself. All the cars were pre-

This proved to be the best opportunity to see Por-

pared for sale with the highest level of detailing. On
Friday, Brumos Porsche sponsored a Porsche Driving
Experience at the airport of Mayport Naval Air Station. This consisted of two memorable events. The
first was riding as a passenger through hot laps in a
GT3 driven by none other than Hurley Haywood.
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The majority of the other cars ranged from 1895 to
the present. Most of the marques were familiar to
most of us aficionados:

Mercedes, Lamborghini,

Maserati, Ferrari, Alfa, Rolls-Royce, Jaguar, Lancia,
Ford, Corvette, Aston-Martin, Stutz, Cord, Riley, Allard, Delahaye, etc. But how many of us have heard

sches all in one location as the Concours displayed

of a Marmon, SIATA, Alvis, Avalle, or Kellison? All

the cars by era and not by marque. Also on Saturday

were shining examples of their marque. Most were

was a Car Guys of Television seminar which included
Tommy Kendall, Wayne Carini, Ray Evernham, Peter

restored to the highest detail. My personal favorites
have been the restored Rolls-Royces from the first

Klutt, Barry Meguiar, Bob Scanlon and Dale
decade of the 20th century but the 1901 Toledo
Walksler.
came in a close second.
The Concours was held on Sunday. The only opportunity to see Porsches in one location during the
Concours was a display of nine 914s and 916s in
different configurations, dated from 1969 to 1975.

The Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance is the quintessential display of the art of the automobile. It is
worth the trip to view the art.

Most notable of these was a 1969 914 with a flat 8
engine built for Ferry Porsche. Other Porsches displayed were 911 rally cars as well as streetable

911s, 356s, 959, 906, 908, 962, 917, a 356 Carrera
Abarth, a 911- Short Tail coupe, a GS 1500 Carrera
Speedster, and a 550A LeMans Prototype.
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Other Porsches from the Amelia
Island Concours d’Elegance
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2015 Rolex 24-Hours Race at Daytona
Text and Photos By Bob Wilson

Our first date was going to the 24-Hours Race at

areas, and several grandstands around the infield

Daytona in 1973. We last attended the race in 1985.

part of the track.

Things at the track have changed quite a bit in the
past 30 years. Back then, if you paid for the infield
pass, you could drive in and camp just about anywhere you wanted. There were few paved roads,
some covered pit areas and some open pit areas

where teams worked on cars under tents or awnings. Today the track has paved roads throughout
the infield area, infield fan shuttle bus service, designated tent camping areas, designated RV camping

The Race events start on Thursday with practice laps
and qualifying timed laps for the TUDOR United
SportsCar Championship (Prototype and GT classes);
the Ferrari Challenge; and the Continental Tire Sport
Car Challenge (ST and GS classes). Christa and I
hooked up with NFL Region PCA President Danny
Fuchs and we caravanned from Tallahassee to Daytona on Thursday afternoon. We drove our 1981
14

911SC and Danny drove his 2011 911 Carrera S Cab-

On Friday the garage area and the Sprint FANZONE

riolet. We took the back roads going east on U.S. 98

opened at 7:00 AM. The Grandstand gates and the

to Perry and then Alt. U.S. 27 to Williston. From Wil-

Rolex 24 Heritage Exhibition Display opened at 9:00

liston we took U.S. 27 through Florida horse country

AM. More qualifying and practice took place be-

to Ocala. In Ocala we picked up U.S. 40 east through

tween 9:00 and 10:05 AM. We arrived at the track

Silver Springs and the Ocala National Forest to Or-

and parked in the Porsche Corral around 10:00 AM.

mond Beach. From Ormond Beach we took I-95

Christa and I checked in at the Porsche Corral tent

south to U.S. 92 (International Speedway) in Dayto-

and picked up a copy of the track map and event

na Beach. Around 5:30 PM, we arrived at the Perry’s

schedule along with a Race Program. We walked

Ocean Edge Resort in Daytona Beach Shores. We

around the infield area checking out various vendors

met up with Steve La Rosa and his “Posse” of race

and display booths. We stopped at the Rolex 24

friends for dinner at Billy’s Tap Room and Grill in Or-

Heritage Exhibition Display of race cars in the Good-

mond Beach.

year Legends Area between the FANZONE and the
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garage areas. We took a lot of photographs of the

day they had managed to fit 200 or so Porsches in

various race cars that were on display.

the Corral.

The Ferrari Challenge Race #2 started at 9:35 AM
In between the mid-day practice sessions for the TU-

followed by the Rolex Heritage Exhibition Cars taking

DOR United Sports Car Championship, the Ferrari

some laps at 10:30 AM. At 11:00 AM, Christa and I

Challenge Race #1 and the BMW Performance 200

headed to the garage area for the autograph session

races were conducted.

inside the Sprint FANZONE / Garage Areas.

The Porsche Corral had

We

about 150 cars parked. Danny’s son, Ben joined us

headed over to the garage 33 area where #58 Por-

for the races. He is in his second year of law school

sche was located. Christa wanted to get the auto-

at Stetson University in Gulfport, Florida.

Even

graph of Patrick Dempsey (star of Greys Anatomy).

though it clouded over, the rain held off until late

Around 11:30 AM, when the autograph session was

Friday night.

about to begin, a track official came by to inform all

Saturday morning started off very windy and over-

cast. The parking lots were wet from the recent
rain. Christa and I arrived at the Porsche Corral
around 10:00 AM. The Corral crew were efficiently
arranging the parking of Porsches. By the end of the

those in line for autographs in this area of the garage
that Patrick Dempsey would not be available for autographs, but Brumos Porsche was sending over
Hurley Haywood to sign autographs. Christa was
disappointed not to get Patrick Dempsey’s auto16

disappointed not to get Patrick Dempsey’s auto-

Just before the pre-race ceremonies began, Christa

graph on her hat. She got Hurley Haywood’s auto-

and I made our way across the wet grass of the in-

graph instead and I was very happy.

field and found some seats in the Grandstand along

After the autograph session we grabbed some lunch
and waited for the Grid area on pit road to be open
to the fans at 12:45 PM. Porsche did not have any
entries in the Prototype (P) or the Prototype Challenge (PC) classes. In the GT Le Mans (GTLM) Porsche had three (3) 911 RSRs starting out of a field of

ten (10). In the GT Daytona (GTD) class, Porsche
fielded ten (10) 911 GT America out of a field total
of 19 cars.
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the front stretch across from the pit area.

We

watched the pre-race ceremonies and about the first
hour of the 24-Hour Race from the Grandstands. By
the time the race started at 2:10 PM, the wind had
died down and the Sun had come out. Within the
first few laps, the GTLM Porsche #912 came into the
pits for some work losing several laps at the beginning. By around 3:30 PM, Christa and I had made
our way back to the Porsche Corral. Christa and I

watched the race from the different areas around
the infield part of the race course. Around 5:00 PM,
we left to find some dinner.

battling a Dodge Viper SRT for the top spot in class
and the #58 Porsche holding its own.
During the night, temperatures dropped.

This

affected tire pressure causing handling and traction
problems. Morning race standings showed that Porsche #911 and #912 in the GT Le Mans class collided
during the night. Both cars were in the garage area
being worked on. In the GT Daytona class, Porsche
#22 was holding on to second place in class and Porsche #58 was only down 6 laps from the #22 car in
third place.
Sunday morning Christa and I were at the track

After dinner, we headed back to the track for a little
night time racing. Thirty years ago the cars needed
driving lights to navigate the race course at night.

around 7:45 AM. We were there to help Steve La
Rosa and his “Posse” take over working the Porsche
Corral parking and support for the Porsche Tent.

Today with all the track lighting, I am not sure the
cars needed the driving lights. When we left the
track around 9:00 PM, both Porsche GT Le Mans 911

RSRs #911 and #912 were still in the race. Car #911
was competing for the number one spot in its class.
In the GT Daytona class, the #22 Porsche was

18

Every year Zone 12 (Deep South) Regions host the
Porsche Corral and Tent at the Rolex 24-Hours Daytona Race. Sunday from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM was
the time slot for North Florida Region to “man” the
Corral and Tent. Christa made over 100 cups of
coffee and I worked the sign-in table. Steve and his
“Posse” of volunteers along with North Florida Region President Danny Fuchs helped park cars in the
Corral area.
For those folks that went to the Porsche Corral, they
got the opportunity to see, for the first time, the

New GTS Club Coupe – 60 Years Porsche Club of
America. This is a limited edition GTS of 60 units,
dedicated to the members of the PCA. The first car
will be raffled off to one of the regular PCA members. The other 59 special editions will be offered
for purchase to regular PCA members through a
raffle. For more information on this special 911 Carrera GTS (991) visit the PCA web site.
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At the end of the race, the top three finishers of each race class consisted of the following:

Class

Car

# of Laps

Time

1st #02 Ford Eco Boost DP

740

24:00:57.667

2nd #5 Corvette DP

740

24:00:59.000

3rd #10 Corvette DP

740

24:02:04.741

1st #52 ORECA FLM09

714

24: 02:25.548

2nd #16 ORECA FLM09

713

24:01:26.786

3rd #54 ORECA FLM09

704

23:37:30.131

1st #3 Corvette C7.R

725

24: 01:19.513

2nd #25 BMW Z4 GTE

725

24:01:19.991

3rd #4 Corvette C7.R

718

24:01:32.376

Prototype:

Prototype Challenge:

GT Le Mans:

Porsches in the GT Le Mans class finished as:
5th #911 Porsche 911 RSR

640

24:01:40.003

7th #912 Porsche 911 RSR

581

20:08:15.782

8th #73 Porsche 911 RSR

530

17:44:38.540

1st #93 Dodge Viper SRT

704

24: 01:43.398

2nd #22 Porsche 911 GT

704

24:01:50.986

3rd #58 Porsche 911 GT

702

24:02:43.815

GT Daytona:

Although Porsche did not take a win in any class everyone at the Porsche Corral had a great time and as they
say “Wait ‘til next year!”
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Rolex 24 at Daytona Race Report
By Steve LaRosa
Photos by Greg Schlaf

It’s hard to know where to start on this race report.

the race. Then, the two Factory 911s (#911 and

There is so much to see and do at Daytona. And it

#912) had a freak accident and were both wrecked

goes on for 24 hours! I guess I’ll start by saying my

at the same time by the same spinning stupid Day-

trip to Daytona for the Rolex is less about the rac-

tona Challenge Cup Car. Why they even continue to

ing, and more about the socializing with old and
new friends that gather for the event every year.
But the race itself was not so good for Porsche.
First, my favorite 911 the Falken Tire car with Wolfe
Henzler, had an unexpected engine failure and left

run this spec garbage class is beyond me. Anyway,
the #911 Porsche 911 was able to get back on track
and eventually finished many laps behind the winning Corvette in the GT LeMans Class. The Daytona
Prototypes were tight at the end and the Ford Ecoboost Powered DP Ganassi car won the overall victory. By the way, this is the engine they will be
putting in the new Ford GT 40, which will race at
Daytona, I guess in the GT LeMans Class. It is a neat
car but I don’t like the front end very much.
Meanwhile, back to the socializing. There were the
usual beer garden trips, the on track grid girls, the
cigars, the trips to great local restaurants, the Por21

sche Corral. Too much fun for 24 hours.
The highlights for me, for this edition of the Rolex,
were the unveiling of the new 60th PCA Anniversary
Club Coupe Edition 911 GTS (check it out on
PCA.org). [Ed’s Note-see pictures of this car on page
19.] The factory is making 60 copies of this car. One
will be given away to a lucky PCA member (no entry
fee, if you are a PCA member you are entered). The
other 59 will be sold to PCA members that register

and win the drawing for a chance to be able to purchase the car. It is a special color Club Blau which is
the Porsche Club Blue. Our past and current PCA National Presidents (Manny Alban and Caren Cooper)
picked out the colors, trim options, etc. All these
cars will have identical colors and interiors and are
specially handcrafted cars, being built by Porsche
Exclusive.
Another highlight was watching the race from the
new Daytona Rising grandstands. These are very nice

Finally I must continue to thank our PCA Club Volun-

grandstands and are a serious upgrade from the old

teers that helped in the Hospitality Tent and Corral.

ones. They are higher, and there are bars, good food

Including Danny Fuchs and his son Ben, and Bob and

vendors, clean restrooms, etc. just a few steps away

Christa Wilson. Ben was fortunate to win a trip into

from your seats.

the hot pits with the IMSA safety team on Sunday

22

morning before the race ended. He literally
“bumped into” some racing royalty there. I hope he
has a chance to share his photos with our club.
As always, if you have not been to this race event, it
is worth considering a trip.
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Rolex 24 Hour Race Report
Report by Ben Fuchs
Photos by Ben and Dan Fuchs
This year’s Rolex 24 provided a great chance to

the teams. During the race itself, I was able to stand

spend two days with my father watching some fan-

in an empty garage and watch from five feet away as

tastic racing, but it also gave me a unique opportuni-

a Prototype team in the adjacent garage scrambled

ty to get a close-up view of the cars and pits. Before

to fix a damaged suspension. That type of access

the race started, the cars were all lined up along pit

was constant up and down the row of garages, with

lane, many of them accompanied by approachable

the smaller teams that were operating out of tem-

crewmembers who were more than willing to an-

porary tents even allowing you to walk through their

swer any questions. There weren’t any burly bounc-

work area.

ers keeping you from even daring to look at the expensive machines, rather you could get up close and
personal and look right down inside the confined
and Spartan cockpits that the drivers would inhabit
for the next 24 hours. You could also see just how

finely cleaned and waxed the machines were, a condition that would change radically by the end of the
race, when they’d be beaten, battered, and, in the
case of one Porsche 911, have a possum-shaped
hole in the front bumper.

But that type of access paled in comparison to the
IMSA guided pit tour. Dr. Steve LaRosa was extremely generous and gave me a pass that allowed me to
take part in a tour of the pits during the race. The
guides broke us into groups of five and took us inside the team’s pit boxes, where we could really see
the difference between top-end, factory-supplied
teams like Porches’ #911 and #912 and Corvette’s #3
and #4 with their large crews, nice lunch spreads,
and fancy monitors and computers, and the lower

The opportunities to experience the cars and teams

budget teams operating with what seemed to be a

up close didn’t end when the race began. Inside the

few toolboxes, some bags of potato chips, and not

Sprint Fanzone, Daytona International Speedway

much else. We were even able to use an empty pit

already provides spectators with windows that look

box to get right up to the pit wall and see a pit stop

right into the garages, with the car, mechanics, and

from about ten feet away, although I must admit I

drivers a few feet in front of you. But for the Rolex

was a bit disappointed to see the driver pull away

24, you can go around to the other side of the win-

with a gentle right foot; I was somewhat looking for-

dows and stand practically inside the garages with

ward to hearing the full blast of the engine as he
24

peeled out, but I suppose burning out and bouncing

with my father, it also afforded unique access that

off the rev limiter isn’t such a great idea when

you just don’t get from watching on TV. Between

you’re asking a car to run for 24 straight hours. Oth-

the pit lane walk before the race, the free roaming

er than that insignificant disappointment, the pit

of the garages, and the pit tour, the Rolex 24 gave

tour was a fantastic experience.

me a great chance to get up close and personal with

All told, the Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona provided

Internet Photo

some of the greatest sports cars on the planet.

more than just an exciting race and two great days
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Rolex 24 Hour Race Report
Report by Dan Fuchs
Photos by Ben and Dan Fuchs
For me, the 53rd Rolex 24 at Daytona was the Good,

ty tent was the hub of activity, especially on Satur-

the Bad, and the Ugly.

day and Sunday, with food provided by different

The good was spending the weekend with my son
Ben, who is a second year law student at Stetson
University in Gulfport. He has grown into a big fan
of road racing, especially after attending the German Grand Prix last summer while studying in Europe. He drove over to join me, and some of the
other North Florida Region members in the PCA
Corral just off the track in the infield. The hospitali-

sponsors, along with TV screens with up-to-date
scoring and live coverage of the racing. Our region

was responsible for the coffee, donuts and parking
supervision from 8-10 Sunday morning.

Due to

some misunderstanding, our replacements didn’t
show up, so Steve LaRosa, Bob and Crista Wilson,
and Ben and I ended up working till noon. We didn’t get to see the racing, but certainly heard it close
up. This also gave us the opportunity to see some
great Porsches, old and new, and to meet some
wonderful folks. I even had the pleasure of running
into an old softball teammate who had moved to
Tennessee a few years ago.
The Bad was the cold weather that settled in as the
sun went down Saturday evening, making viewing
the night racing a little problematic. On the bright
side, no pun intended here, is the new Leader Light
System introduced by Tudor United Sports Car
Championship. This system allows you identify the
car number and class, as well as the car’s current
position in that class. It is a color-coded system that
is backlit for easy identification at night. A big improvement.
The Ugly was the coming together of the two facto26

ry Porsches, in the GTLM class, as they crashed in the

The # 93 Dodge Viper GT3-R won the GTD class, just

12th hour of the race while fighting with the two yel-

ahead of the # 22 Porsche 911 GT America. Third in

low Corvettes. The # 911 Porsche 911 RSR, which

GTD was the #58 Porsche 911 GT America.

won this race last year, managed to get repaired and
finished fifth in class, but the # 912 Porsche was unable to continue and did not finish the race. It recorded a 7th place in class. The two 911s and the two factory Corvettes raced very close until the crash, lap
after lap nose to tail. The #3 Corvette finished first in

GTLM, and fifth overall.

This was my second Rolex 24 so I’m a relative novice
at the event. I’m still amazed that these cars run so
hard hour after hour and yet so many of them complete the 24 hours still running strong. I encourage
anyone who hasn’t been to a race like this to experience it at least once. The 2016 Rolex 24 will be January 30-31, so mark your calendars!

Do you or did you have a special Submissions Welcome ence with them to the address on
Porsche? Or a spethe back cover.
Micial Porsche expericrosoft Word is the preence or adventure?
ferred format, but we
Got any pictures?
can work with just about
Please tell us about
any thing. Please send
it! We will be happy to include your remipictures separately. Do not embed them in
nisces about your special car or experience
the text. We do the Brief in Microsoft Winin Der Porsche Brief. Please submit your
dows Publisher and it does not like embedreminisces about Porsches or your experided pictures.
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Photos from the Moultrie Automobile
Swap Meet and Car Corral
Photos by Bob Wilson
Report by Alan Berg
Every year the City of Moultrie, Georgia, hosts an Automobile Swap Meet and Car Corral at Spence Field. The
Winter Meet was held February 6-8, 2015. A Fall Meet was held in late 2014, and in 2015, Moultrie is adding a
Summer Meet on May 15-16, 2015. The next Fall Meet is November 20-22, 2015. Going forward, Moultrie will
be the site of three meets a year, Winter, Summer and Fall.
The Swap Meet portion is usually a Ford, Chevy and Mopar event, with hundreds of vendors ranging from very
sophisticated companies like Coker Tires to Mom and Pop operations selling their collection of hub caps. All
kinds of car literature, like an owners’ book for a 1930 Marmon, to automotive bulbs for all types of cars are on
sale. Need a newly chromed bumper for your 1952 Ford? A couple of vendor booths specialize in shiny new
looking bumpers for old cars, and have chromed attaching bolts also.
The Car Corral usually has about 300-400 cars of all types on display by their owners, almost all of which are for
sale. A lot of muscle cars, hot rods and Ford Model A’s and T’s can usually be found in the Car Corral. Need a
pick up truck with wire wheels? I have seen several in the Car Corral. The Corral usually also has one or two
Porsches. A few years ago I saw the best Porsche 550 replica I have ever seen. It was $26,000. I am still regretting not buying it.
This year Bob Wilson went to the Winter Meet and brought us back a few pictures which appear on the next
page.
It is really a good experience to go to the Meet. Good exercise. You walk a lot so wear comfortable shoes. An
increasing number of spectators rent motorized carts. Great if you need one, but many who don’t need them
are creating a traffic hazard for those on foot. Food vendors abound. Saturday and Sunday get big turnouts of
shoppers, so go on a Friday if you can. The Summer Meet is May 15-16, 2015.
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Porsche is well known for playing with the genetics

the Cayman GTS and has performed at The Nür-

of their various models. Indeed, the Carrera 911 afi-

burgring Norldschleife with lap times equivalent to

cionados have been introduced to genetically modi-

the 2011 Carrera GT3.

fied variants of their beloved normally aspirated
cars. Beyond the base 911, we have become familiar
with the mutant Carrera S, the Carrera GT2 and GT3
and the "intermediate" variant, the Carrera GTS.
Well, not wishing to show a bias toward the 911,
Porsche has begun to breed mutants of the more
recently introduced Cayman.

Yes, the Cayman

comes in flavors designated the Cayman S and the
Cayman GTS. However, on February 3 of this year
Porsche introduced yet another, the Cayman GT4.
This is a notable birth for one obvious reason. The
3.8-liter flat six engine in the Cayman GT4 is basically
a detuned 911 Carrera S engine. The Cayman GT4 is
a 385-horsepower, six-speed manual, mid-engined
sports car that carries five more horsepower than
the 2004 Carrera 911 GT3, fifteen less horsepower
than the Carrera S, fifty-five more horsepower than

The Cayman GT4 has several body features to distin-

guish it from its originally conceived brethren. First,
the front end comes with a new fascia with three
prominent air-inlet openings and a very pronounced
front-lip spoiler. More noticeable, is a large fixed
rear spoiler. The Cayman GT4 is lowered by 30 mm
and comes standard with steel brakes with PCCB as
an option. Being a mid-engined car, when compared
to the Carrera, it holds infinitely more luggage.
The Cayman GT4 will be introduced at the Geneva

Auto Show in March and will be available in the U.S.
in July. The starting price is $84,600 without options
or destination fees. Given it is lighter than the current year's 911, this is a much more competitive vehicle on the track with the close horsepower. Those
interested in a track/street car might wish to investigate this burner.

Photos-PCNA
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Significant Dates for the North Florida Region
April 11, 2015

The Great Porsche Armada. See the flyer for this event on the inside
front cover.

April 24-26, 2015

Classic Motor Sports Mitty Vintage Races at Road Atlanta in Braselton, Georgia. For more information go to: classicmotor
sports.com

May 8-9,2015

Great Southern Antique Auto Show and Rally, Davis Park, Cairo, GA.

For more information go to:
www.cairogachamber.com/Content/Default/2/54/51/about-ourcommunity/annual-events/great-southern-antique-car-show-and
-rally.html
May 15-16, 2015

The first ever Summer Meet of the Automobile Swap Meet and Car
Corral at Spence Field, Moultrie, Georgia.

June 20, 2015

Celebration Car Show, 3300 Shamrock Street East, Tallahassee, Florida 32309. 6:00 PM. For more information see: icelebration.org

and look for the Car Show License Plate.
June 21-27, 2015

The 60th Annual Porsche Parade in French Lick, Indiana. For more
information go to: parade2015.pca.org

September 25-27 2015 Rennsport V. Note the dates have been changed from the earlier
announce October dates. See the flyer on page 10 for more information.
September 30-

2015 Escape to Rushmore, Black Hills, South Dakota. For more in-

October 4, 2015

formation go to: pca.org/pca-escape

Socials:

Tallahassee Area Social– Third Wednesday each month, 6:30 PM, at
Old Town Café, 1415 Timberlane Road, Tallahassee, FL 32312. Tim
berlane is the first left off Thomasville Road north of I-10 exit 203.
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Tallahassee Area—Third Saturday each month, Car and Coffee,
8:00 AM to 10:00 AM, Texas Roadhouse, 3131 Capital Circle
Northeast, Tallahassee, Florida.
Panama City Area Social and Cars and Coffee locations-Determined
monthly. Watch the Website and Facebook page.
Destin Area Social and Cars and Coffee locations—Determined
monthly. Watch the Website and Facebook page.

See the North Florida Region, Porsche Club of America, Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/pages/PCA-North-Florida-Region/163041718029), and the region website (nfl.pca.org) for information on upcoming events and the latest updates and changes to
event schedules.

More from the Region’s Raid on the Emerald Coast
Photo-A.Berg
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North Florida Region Officers and Directors

Danny Fuchs

President, Safety/Insurance Chair and Director Tallahassee

Steve LaRosa

Vice President and Director

Tallahassee

Don Boggs

Treasurer and Director

Tallahassee

Tim Kerns

Secretary and Director

Tallahassee

Bob Wilson

Membership Chair and Director

Crawfordville

Bert Everhart

Destin Area Activities Chair and Director

Shalimar

Roy Vaughn

Director

Niceville

Shirley Kerns

Tallahassee Area Activities Chair

Tallahassee

Thomas G. Wilson

Panama City Area Activities Chair

Panama City

Barry A. Waters

Webmaster

Crawfordville

Alan Berg

Newsletter Editor and Director

Tallahassee

David Herndon

PCA Zone 12 (Deep South) Representative

Suncoast Region

We will enter information on the new Zone Representative, David Herndon, when it is available. David
O’Neal has moved to an Office with PCA National, where he will be involved in planning Porsche Escapes.
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