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DESTIN CAR sSHOW2007

The October 13th, 2007 Destin Car Show was staged by the Destin
Porsche Club and the North Florida Region of the Porsche Club of America at
the Destin Commons Mall. The Show was bigger, better and had much larger
attendance than the great show last year. The show again was organized by
the Destin group led by Alabama Charlie McPeak and Dominic Damiano.
Over 112 cars were entered, and a large sum was raised for the Sacred Heart
Hospital in Destin. Congratulation to the Destin group for a great event.

Rather than describe what went on here are a couple of pictures:




THE RACE REPORT

Evelyn and Tom Vlasak

This is the story of the finish of our racing season but one must
begin at the beginning.

The 2007 racing season started in January at Sebring with the
first SCCA national points race of the year. We went down with
high hopes and the opportunity to have our goddaughter and her
family visit with us during the race weekend. Unfortunately, a
malfunctioning MSD spark box, and my forgetting to reset the
ignition timing after replacing it resulted in a burned piston about
half way through the race. No finish and no points,

After repairing the engine, which included a new piston and a re-
furbished cylinder, we ran four more nationals (Daytona, Road
Atlanta and Roebling Road). At the end of the double national
July 1% weekend at Roebling we had four podium finishes, was 3
in points in the southeast and qualified for the Runoffs at Heart-
land Park Raceway in Topeka, Kansas.

Preparation for our trip to Topeka started the week after the July
race at Roebling with disassembly of the car; tear down of the
engine and shipping of the transmission for overhaul. The engine
was refreshed with new bearings, rings, gaskets, and the pistons
were sent off for ceramic coating. The transmission was up-
graded. In the last weeks before we were to leave for Topeka the
final touch was a new paint job. We left on Saturday morning
October 6™ (missing an FSU home game).

It is 1107 miles from our house to Heartland Park. We traveled
about 20 hours towing our race trailer with our motor home to get
to Kansas. Once we got north of Tennessee the roads became
progressively rougher, | dondt
lack of maintenance money, but formerly secure parts were rat-
tling loose as we traveled.

We arrived on Sunday October 7" just before noon and were able
to register, get through tech inspection and park our race trailer in
our paddock space. We were lucky because we were on pave-
ment. With 800 competitors about half had to park on grass, and
it rained very hard several times during the week making for a
very muddy paddock work area. The rest of the facilities are first
class, with several shower buildings, snhack bars and a very large
tech building.

Heartland Park is a combination motor-sports facility with a 2.5
mile 14 turn road course, a NHRA drag strip, and a stock car oval.
The track is very challenging and technical. There are three blind
turns after hills, combinations that do not flow smoothly, and the
track is tight with several 2" gear turns, and | did not use 5th gear
all week. This was the second year that the Runoffs were held
here and after the 2006 Runoffs, two sets of turns were changed
to provide higher cornering speeds due to complaints from com-
petitors. Heartland Park has a website where you can see the
track layout and other information.

The Runoffs are the amateur national championship race at the
end of the SCCA season (see SCCA.org for additional event
news.) The top three drivers in each division that completed at
least 4 national races in each of 26 classes are invited. The race
groups had a varying number of cars, from about 16 cars to over
40 depending on how many qualified drivers made the trip, the
west coast and southwest were well represented. We had 22
cars entered in our GT2 class and 21 actually showed up. Prac-
tice was very limited to accommodate the 26 classes.

On Monday, Tuesday and Thursday we had 10 minute sessions
(about 5 hot laps) and on Wednesday we had a 20 minute ses-
sion. Not nearly enough to learn the track well. We raced first
thing on Sunday morning the 14™ and started from the 18" grid
position. There was a serious crash in the first turn immediately
after the green flag that took out the lead car when two other driv-
ers tried to win the race on the first lap. After 6 or 7 pace car laps
while the mess was cleaned up, racing resumed, and we worked
up to 12" where we finished. Porsche Cup cars finished 1-2-3.

At this time, the Speed Channel is scheduled to show the GT2
race on January 2, 2008 as a one hour segment on each of the
Runoffs races. Check their website for any updates and the time
if you want to watch us in action.

We are now planning on our next season, and if we qualify will go
back for another shot at Heartland Park. We will plan to go a few
days earlier to get some track rental practice days in addition to
the very limited practice provided in the Runoffs schedule.

If you ride by our shop in the evenings and see the lights on, stop
by, there is always some kind of interesting work going on.

Here we are after the car was delivered back to the shop with the
new paint.
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