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Gary Kempton Restorations -A Vi sit to Santaods
By Barry A. Waters

| was in the third grade when | suddenly put Mom & Dad on notice that one day soon | was going to
pack up a supply of PB&J sandwiches, make my way
he and his elves were getting ready for Christmas that year. | was pretty sure | knew how to get there be-

cause the weatherman had showniaf map got SHSastaddd

weat her guy and get directionséh§,o__r‘13,ew. _ v

Well, believe it or not, after many years | finally made it! But k 5
as all things change with age, my quest had evolved into something §
slightly different from what I
northern compound was exchanged for one just as secluded but in
the milder climes of rural North Florida, Santa was personified by one
Mr. Gary Kempton and the toys had all turned into these fantastic
things with the namepl ate OPoOr ¢
curred about 5 years ago and | still remember it well.

As most of wus know, Garyds NReadytoGo! i
tions (GKR) business enterprises have set the standard for Porsche
restoration for over 25 years. For the Porsche
ever was one. Cars produced by his shop have won numerous awards and critical acclaim in many of the
worl dés most prestigious concours events and thr
ber and good friend of PCA and its North Florida Region.

It was quite a shock to learn that Gary had unexpectedly passed in early June of 2009 and his loss
was sorely felt throughout the PCA community.
was, and continues to be, immense and our thoughts and sympathies are with them still.

Concerns were also expressed about the future of his restoration enterprise. Gary had assembled a
team of world class artisans and with them had garnered an enviable reputation throughout the world for
quality of the highest standards. What would happen to that portion
of his legacy?

In mid-November of 2009, Alan Berg and | had the opportunity
to visit with Margaret Warren,
CFO of GK Restorations, Keith Powell, Operations Manager and
Garyds son Wesley Kempton, curr
see. We toured the sprawling compound with them on a slightly cool
& overcast morning and, whil e t
was palpable, it was evident that work was progressing on a very
: large scale. Margaret and Keith have taken on the role of providing
This one Too! direction for the company while the future unfolds and it appears that
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